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Early River Valley Civilizations Practice Questions




Mrs. Valdes
Directions: Select the best possible answer that completes the following statements or questions.

Base your answer to question #1 on the diagram below and your knowledge of social studies

	Nomads

Hunters and Gatherers

Simple Tools and Weapons








     

	Farmers

Domesticated Animals

Establishment of Villages


1. What is the best title for this diagram?

a. elements of Belief Systems


c. characteristics of classical civilizations

b. changes during the Neolithic Era

d. benefits of geography

2. Which geographic feature was most important to the development of the early river valley civilizations?


a. high mountain ranges


c. fertile soils 

b. vast deserts



d. smooth coastlines
3. Early civilizations arose along the Nile, Euphrates, Indus and Huang He Rivers because:


a. easy access invited invaders



b. climate and geography favored agriculture 

c. rivers contributed to nomadic lifestyles



d. building materials were easy to find
4. The Code of Hammurabi was a major achievement for which of the following reasons?


a. it was the first spoken language 

b. it ended capital punishment


c. it treated men and women as equals


d. it was the first major collection of written laws
5. Cuneiform and Hieroglyphics are similar in that they were both:


a. religious temples



c. inventions of the Chinese


b. written forms of communication

d. holy books of ancient Egypt
6. The Sumerians wrote by:

a.
Scratching characters into oracle bones

b.
Using papyrus scrolls as a paper like medium

c.
Using vegetable based inks

d.
Pressing sharpened reeds into wet clay tablets

7. The everyday writing script of ancient Mesopotamia was called:
a. hieroglyphics



c. vizier

b. cuneiform 




d. hieratic
8. The river valleys of Tigris-Euphrates, the Nile, and the Indus became early centers of civilization because they:


a. had rich soils from annual floods 
  c. were isolated from other cultures

b. were easy to defend from invaders
  d. had deposits of iron ore and coal
9. The Code of Hammurabi was a major achievement for which of the following reasons?

a. It treated men and women as equals

b. It was the first collection of written laws
c. It ended capital punishment
d. It was the first major collection of written laws 

10. Which heading would be most appropriate on the blank line below?
	I. _________________________________

A. Hieroglyphics – Egyptians
B. alphabet – Phoenicians

C. wheel - Sumerians




a. economic changes in the ancient world


b. contributions of ancient civilizations 
c. buildings of ancient civilizations
d. religions of ancient civilizations

A team of scientists discovered the following items at an archaeological site:

· Hieroglyphics
· A well preserved mummy
· A gold mask, gold jewelry, and gold crown
11. The site was probably the location of:


a. artifacts from Mohenjo-Daro

c. a  Pharaoh’s tomb 

b. a tomb of a Chinese Emperor

d. ruins of a Sumerian city

11. Archaeological studies of the Indus Valley cities of Harappa and Mohenjo-Daro show evidence of:

    
a. urban planning


           c. social equality

           b. monotheism



d. dynastic rule
14. Which heading best completes this partial outline?

      I. ______________________________

         A. Natural boundaries of desert,

             mountains, and the sea

         B. Yearly flooding to enrich farmlands

         C. Production of papyrus plant

   
  a. Egypt—Gift of the Nile


           c. Mesopotamia—Land between the Rivers

   
  b. China’s Sorrow—Huang He River

d. Harappa—City on the Indus

15. Four events dealing with some of the first events in global history are listed below.

	              A. Civilizations begin in river valleys

              B. The start of the Neolithic Revolution

              C. Humans first appear

              D. Early societies make simple tools

        


Which is the correct chronological order of these events?

a. A,B,C,D



c. A,B,D,C
b. C,D,B,A



d. D,C,A,B 
16. The ancient Sumerians modified their environment to increase food production by


a. building terraces


c. removing rain forests

b. digging irrigation canals

d. developing chinampas

·  Kushites adapted Egyptian art and architecture.

· Greeks adopted Phoenician characters for an alphabet.

· Arabs used the Indian mathematical concept of zero.

17. These actions are examples of

a. filial piety



c. scientific research

b. cultural diffusion


d. ethnocentrism
 Answer question #18 after reading the passage below about the Indus River Valley Civilization

	Historians do not know why the Indus River Valley Civilization ended around 1700 BC. Some believe it disappeared because the Indus River may have flooded.  This could have destroyed crops needed for survival.  Others think that farmers weakened the soil by over planting and over grazing.  Some also think it collapsed from an invasion or a natural disaster.  Adding to the mystery is the fact that historians find it hard to translate their written language.


18. A good title for this passage would be:
a. Indus Civilization Writing Mystery Solved
b. Historical Proof for the Disappearance of the Indus Civilization

c. Geography destroys the Indus civilization

d. Suspected reasons for the Disappearance of the Indus Civilization 
Base your answer to question # 19 on the map below and on your knowledge of social studies.
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19. The main purpose of this map is to illustrate the location of:

a. overseas trade routes 

c. river valley civilization

b. early belief systems  
          d. burial sites of ancient rulers

20. Why is the Huang He referred to as China’s “River of Sorrows”?


a.
The yellow soil made the water undrinkable

b.
Flooding clogged river, destroyed crops and led to mass starvation

c.
The Chinese believed its waters were actually the tears of the gods

d.
The river stopped flowing as it filled up with salt

